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NUS Enterprise and IBM unveil new digital platform to
enhance Singapore’s technology entrepreneurship ecosystem
Singapore, 26 November 2015 – NUS Enterprise, in collaboration with IBM, today
unveiled TechSG, a new digital platform for Singapore’s technology
entrepreneurial ecosystem, with the aim of accelerating innovation. Officiating the
launch was Ms Low Yen Ling, Parliamentary Secretary for Ministry of Education
and Ministry of Trade & Industry.
An open and collaborative platform by the start-up community for the community,
TechSG integrates and augments the information resources already existing within
the ecosystem to provide comprehensive information on the key players. It will be
more than just an information depository, where it will provide curated research
insights and analytical tools for visualising and tracking the diversity,
interdependency, growth dynamics and vibrancy of Singapore’s entrepreneurial
community.
During the launch, NUS Enterprise showcased the first phase of TechSG, which
currently contains information covering more than 250 organisations located at
the Ayer Rajah LaunchPad area. These include start-ups, investors,
incubators/accelerators and other facilitators for the start-up community. The
Ayer Rajah LaunchPad is the largest concentration of start-ups in Singapore,
consisting of Blk 71, Blk 73 and Blk 79.
NUS Enterprise will present regular updates of TechSG and provide a
comprehensive coverage of the whole of Singapore by May 2016, which will be
shared at InnovFest unBound 2016.
Designed and curated by NUS Enterprise and developed by start-up company,
Wonderlabs, TechSG is driven by IBM Cloud technology. The site was built with
Bluemix, IBM's open standards cloud platform, and runs on SoftLayer cloud
infrastructure. IBM will lend added support by providing free trials of Bluemix
technology tools to help entrepreneurs and businesses build and manage their
web and mobile apps. Through the IBM Global Entrepreneur Program, the
company is also offering local qualified start-ups up to US$120,000 of cloud credits
for local qualified start-ups to help them build their businesses on IBM Cloud.
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Professor Wong Poh Kam, Director of NUS Entrepreneurship Centre and the lead
researcher for the project said, “TechSG is meant to be an open, collaborative
platform by the start-up community for the community. It will build upon the
information resources of various existing ecosystem players, such as e27 and
Singapore Venture Capital Association, by providing a common data architecture
that enables information from different sources to be integrated and analysed to
generate new insights. This launch event is the first of a series of efforts to solicit
inputs from the start-up community, and we will experiment with some of the
innovative ideas generated over the next few months. This includes new ways to
crowdsource information updates in real time and new analytical tools to
benchmark the vibrancy and dynamism of Singapore’s entrepreneurial ecosystem
versus those of other high tech hubs such as New York, London and Berlin.”
“As Singapore moves towards becoming a Smart Nation, there is no better time
than now to accelerate our growth in the tech industry. Singapore is home to some
of the brightest developers and entrepreneurs we have seen, with plenty of
potential to leapfrog into the global tech scene. TechSG will be a valuable resource
for start-ups, incubators and accelerators, and an excellent showcase of talent and
innovation that highlights why Singapore is such an exciting place to invest in.
IBM is proud to be expanding on our existing partnership with NUS Enterprise to
contribute to the development of TechSG with IBM Cloud,” said Timothy
Greisinger, Managing Director, IBM Singapore.
With the launch of TechSG, Singapore joins IBM's Digital City initiative, which fuels
innovation and entrepreneurship at the local level by connecting partners,
developers and entrepreneurs. Other Digital Cities that are tapping into local
online platforms powered by IBM Cloud include New York City, London, Berlin, The
Netherlands, Prague, Porto Alegre, Bangalore and Boston.
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About National University of Singapore (NUS)
A leading global university centred in Asia, the National University of Singapore
(NUS) is Singapore’s flagship university, which offers a global approach to
education and research, with a focus on Asian perspectives and expertise.
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NUS has 16 faculties and schools across three campuses. Its transformative
education includes a broad-based curriculum underscored by multi-disciplinary
courses and cross-faculty enrichment. Over 38,000 students from 100 countries
enrich the community with their diverse social and cultural perspectives.
NUS has three Research Centres of Excellence (RCE) and 26 university-level
research institutes and centres. It is also a partner in Singapore’s fifth RCE. NUS
shares a close affiliation with 16 national-level research institutes and centres.
Research activities are strategic and robust, and NUS is well-known for its research
strengths in engineering, life sciences and biomedicine, social sciences and natural
sciences. It also strives to create a supportive and innovative environment to
promote creative enterprise within its community.
This year, NUS celebrates its 110th year of founding together with Singapore’s
50th year of independence. As the island’s first higher education institution
established by the local community, NUS prides itself in nurturing generations of
leaders and luminaries in Singapore and Asia.
For more information on NUS, please visit www.nus.edu.sg. Details on NUS’ 110th
Anniversary celebrations are available at nus110.sg.

About NUS Enterprise
NUS Enterprise is a University-level cluster that provides an enterprise dimension
to NUS teaching and research involving the University’s students, staff and alumni.
The functions of the Enterprise Cluster complement the academic cluster of the
University to nurture talents with an entrepreneurial and global mind-set. NUS
Enterprise promotes the spirit of innovation and enterprise through Experiential
Education, Industry Engagement & Partnerships and Entrepreneurship Support.
http://enterprise.nus.edu.sg/

About IBM Cloud
For more information on IBM Cloud visit: www.ibm.com/cloud-computing.

About Wonderlabs
Wonderlabs Pte. Ltd. is a rapid prototyping development studio that helps
organisations create and launch minimal viable products in under 30 days. Our
goal is to rapidly test and validate ideas in the real world. Wonderlabs’ co-founders
Keith Tan, Ivan Chang and Kuriakin Zeng bring together an exceptional blend of
technical and operational expertise. Harvard alum Kuriakin, who has a mechanical
engineering and computer science background, leads the team in developing
innovative and disruptive technologies. Having built and sold their previous civictechnology start-up, Keith and Ivan then bring the real world operational
experience needed to deploy and scale these disruptions.
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